DATA Guide: submission, review and reporting

Federal Resource Centers Technical Assistance information, Part B Investigative Questions   (for the full text of these documents: http://spp-apr-alendar.rrfcnetwork.org/techassistance.html)

Indicator B-14   Post School Outcomes  Percent of youth who had IEPs, are no longer in secondary school and who have been competitively employed, enrolled in some type of postsecondary school, or both within one year of leaving high school. 

Background Information – 

· Describe what is happening now in your district relative to graduation, dropout prevention, intervention, reentry for students with disabilities, and tracking students one year out of school.
· Review Exit interview information gathered before students left the district
Data Collection –

· Review the method used to gather follow up interviews
· Was contact information provided by students before they left school?
· Were exit interviews completed?
· Were reminder postcards sent?
· Describe the approach used to collect the data. How did the district ensure that the data were accurate, valid and reliable? 

· What type of training was/is provided to the district data collectors? To whom was/is it provided? How often? How is new staff trained?

· Are there clear and easily read procedures for each task associated with the data collection/consolidation process at the district level?
Data Reporting

· Describe the approach used to report the required data and information.

· What are the best formats for conveying the information to ensure that reporting requirements are met and that data are transparent and easily understood? 

Data Analysis 

· Review how the state analyzed the data to determine “successful engagement” 
· Have revisions been made to the State’s measurement of the Indicator, baseline year, targets for improvement, improvement activities? 

· What is the status of your performance targets to date? If there have been any changes, why do you think they occurred?  What changes are likely to be made in the targets for the next reporting cycle?

· How do district results compare to state?  

· How do the data vary across districts (e.g., geographic regions, district/program size)? 

· What conclusions can be drawn from the data analyses? What are the areas of strength? What new issues have emerged? How will the district address these issues? What additional information is needed to understand the results better?

Data Use & Improvement Planning

· How does the district use the data to improve results?

· Describe your improvement plan and the improvement strategies used to date, specifically including the activities/strategies and resources used.

· Does this plan include improvement activities that specify action steps, timelines, responsible parties, and resources and addresses school completion, dropout prevention, intervention, and or reentry at both the state and local levels? 

· Did the development of this plan include a variety of stakeholders including local teachers and administrators, parents, students, adult agency representatives (rehabilitation services), other state/local  agencies serving students with disabilities (e.g., mental health, juvenile justice, child welfare and foster care)?  

· What outcomes were targeted for these activities? 

· How have the State and local districts evaluated the impact of the improvement efforts undertaken to date? Did the planned activity result in meeting the state’s target? How is data used to identify or modify improvement activities?

· What practices, strategies, resources appear to be most effective in accomplishing the desired outcome? What, if any, changes are needed?

· What might be the barriers to improved performance? 

· How do your improvement activities relate to Indicators 1, 2, 3, 4, 8, and 13? 

Given your responses to the above questions, what areas of focus are needed to improve performance on Post School Outcomes?
· Do you need to improve collection or the use of data?

· Data collection process? 

· Data cleaning and aggregation process?

· Data analysis process? 

· Data reporting process? 

· Data use process.

· Do you need to improve implementation of major areas that affect Post School Outcomes?

· Provide rigorous and relevant instruction to better engage students in learning and provide the skills needed to graduate and to serve them after they leave school.

· Provide academic support and enrichment to improve academic performance of marginalized students, particularly in Algebra, English, and Science. 

· Implement programs to improve students’ classroom behavior and social skills. 

· Conduct efforts that build and sustain home school partnerships, especially with parents of high school youth.  

· Provide TA for development of evidence-based initiatives to assist youth with IEPs in completing school (e.g., career academies).

· Provide training and TA on how to personalize the learning environment and instructional process to create a sense of belonging, and improve school climates. 

·  What strategies might you use to improve your performance on Indicator 14?

· Provide targeted TA and/or training. 

· Produce and disseminate or post (on the web) guidance documents, reference materials, training modules and/or other tools.

· Develop new inter- or intra- agency agreements, plans and communication protocols.

· Align efforts to address school completion within the broader context of school improvement initiatives.

· Conduct efforts to strengthen parent and community relations.

· Examine, clarify, develop, or revise regulations, policies and practices that are counterproductive to school completion and dropout prevention efforts (e.g., linking attendance policies to credit accrual and out of school removal for tardiness).

· Re-allocate/re-structure resources and staffing.

