A Comparison of Diploma Options in Oregon, 2009-2010

Oregon Diploma

To earn an Oregon diploma, students will need to complete the Minimal Requirements for the Oregon Regular Diploma: 

1. CREDIT 

Successfully complete the credit requirements listed in the table below.

2. ESSENTIAL SKILLS 
Demonstrate proficiency in the essential skills needed for success in college, the workplace, and civic life. These process skills enable students to learn content and apply their knowledge across disciplines. These are not new or additional skills; they are embedded in existing content standards, already being taught in Oregon schools.  

· read (in 2012)

· write (in 2013)

· apply math (in 2014) 

· speak/listen 

· think critically and analytically 

· use technology

· civic & community engagement

· global literacy

· personal management & teamwork 

3. Meet the PERSONALIZED LEARNING REQUIREMENTS 
· Education Plan and Profile--Students develop a plan and profile to guide their learning and document progress toward their personal, career, and post-high school goals. 

· Career-Related Learning Experiences--Students participate in experiences that connect classroom learning with real life experiences in the workplace, community, and/or school relevant to their education plan. 

· Extended Application--Students apply and extend their knowledge in new and complex situations related to the student’s personal and/or career interests and post-high school goals through critical thinking, problem solving, or inquiry in real world contexts. 

· *Career-Related Learning Standards--Students demonstrate knowledge and skills in personal management, problem solving, communication, teamwork, employment foundations and career development. (CRLS will merge with the Essential Skills beginning in 2012)
Modified Diploma

To earn a modified diploma, students will need to complete the Minimal Requirements for the Oregon Modified Diploma

1. CREDIT 

Successfully complete 24 credit requirements as listed in the table below.

2. ELIGIBILITY 
Demonstrate the inability to meet the full set of academic content standards even with reasonable accommodations and

a. Have a documented history of an inability to maintain grade level achievement due to significant learning and instructional barriers; or

b. Have a documented history of a medical condition that creates a barrier to achievement.

3. ESSENTIAL SKILLS 

Demonstrate proficiency in the essential skills needed for success in college, the workplace, and civic life. These process skills enable students to learn content and apply their knowledge across disciplines. These are not new or additional skills; they are embedded in existing content standards, already being taught in Oregon schools.  

· read (in 2012)

· write (in 2013)

· apply math (in 2014) 

· speak/listen 

· think critically and analytically 

· use technology

· civic & community engagement

· global literacy

· personal management & teamwork 

4. Meet the PERSONALIZED LEARNING REQUIREMENTS 
· Education Plan and Profile--Students develop a plan and profile to guide their learning and document progress toward their personal, career, and post-high school goals. 

· Career-Related Learning Experiences--Students participate in experiences that connect classroom learning with real life experiences in the workplace, community, and/or school relevant to their education plan. 

· Extended Application--Students apply and extend their knowledge in new and complex situations related to the student’s personal and/or career interests and post-high school goals through critical thinking, problem solving, or inquiry in real world contexts. 

· Career-Related Learning Standards--Students demonstrate knowledge and skills in personal management, problem solving, communication, teamwork, employment foundations and career development. (CRLS will merge with the Essential Skills beginning in 2012).
Extended Diploma

To earn an extended diploma, students will need to complete the Minimal Requirements for the Oregon Extened Diploma:

1. CREDIT 

Successfully complete 12 credit requirements as listed in the table below.

2. ELIGIBILITY 
Demonstrate the inability to meet the full set of academic content standards even with reasonable accommodations and

a. Have a documented history of an inability to maintain grade level achievement due to significant learning and instructional barriers; or

b. Have a documented history of a medical condition that creates a barrier to achievement.

c. Participate in an alternate assessment beginning no later than grade six and lasting for two or more assessment cycles; or
d. Have a serious illness or injury that occurs after grade eight, that changes the student’s ability to participate in grade level activities and that results in the student participating in alternate assessments
Credit Requirements Diplomas in Oregon

	Credits by Subject
	Graduating Class of 2009
	Graduating Class of 2010

(11th Graders in 2008-09)
	Graduating Class of 2012

(9th Graders in 2008-09)
	Graduating Class of 2014

(7th Graders in 2008-09)
	Modified Diploma
	Extended Diploma

	English/Language Arts
	3
	4
	4
	4
	3
	2

	Mathematics
	2
	3
	3
	3 – Algebra I & above*
	2
	2

	Science
	2
	2
	3 – Scientific Inquiry & Lab Experiences*^
	3
	2
	2

	Social Sciences
	3
	3
	3
	3
	2
	3

	Physical Education
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1

	Health
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1

	Second Languages
	1
	1
	3
	3
	1
	1

	The Arts
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Career and Technical Ed
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Electives
	9
	9
	6
	6
	12
	0

	TOTAL CREDITS
	22
	24
	24
	24
	24
	12

	* Applied and integrated courses aligned to standards can meet credit requirements

	^ Lab experiences (2 credits) can take place outside of the school in field-based experiences


Limitations and Opportunities

· Four-year colleges and universities

· Oregon Diploma:  Students who receive an Oregon diploma are qualified to apply to four-year colleges and universities.  They must also complete all entrance criteria required by the particular college or university.

· Modified Diploma:  Most four-year universities do not accept a modified diploma; however, an appeal may be considered by some universities. 

· Extended Diploma:  Four-year colleges or universities do not accept an extended diploma.  Students who receive an extended diploma would not meet the credit requirements; find it extremely difficult to meet the entrance criteria required by a four-year college or university.   


· Community colleges


· Oregon Diploma:  Students who receive a regular diploma are qualified to apply to community colleges.  They must also complete all entrance criteria required by the particular college or university.

· Modified Diploma:  Community college courses are available to students who have a modified diploma. At the community college level, all new, non-transfer freshman are required to take a placement exam that indicates course levels required in reading, language arts (comprehension and writing) and mathematics. Community colleges offer remedial courses that do not count toward college credit.

· Extended Diploma:  Most community colleges would not accept an extended diploma.  Students who receive an extended diploma would find it extremely difficult to meet the entrance criteria and placement exam required by the community college.
· Military

· Oregon Diploma:  Students who receive an Oregon Diploma are qualified to enlist in any branch of the armed services.  All branches of the service have minimum scores required for entry on a placement test called the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB).


· Modified Diploma:  Some branches of the military may accept a modified diploma. Acceptance depends on the current needs of the military and criteria may change quickly. Students and their parents should check with recruiters to determine if a modified diploma is currently being accepted. All branches of the service have minimum scores required for entry on a placement test called the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB).


· Extended Diploma:  No information is available as to whether students who receive an extended diploma will be accepted into the military.  However, these students may have a difficult time achieving the minimum score required for entry on the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) placement test. 
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