Agreement to Participate: IDEA student under 18 years of age
Dear Parent/Guardian,

The Teaching Research Institute is joining the Oregon Department of Education (ODE) to collect information from students in Oregon who are leaving high school this year. Of particular importance are student plans for getting a job or going to school in the 12 months following high school.  The purpose of this letter is to request permission to interview your son or daughter for this project. If your child is has not turned 18, your signed permission is required before the student can be interviewed. 

As you know, leaving high school is a time of change. It is important to learn how well prepared students are for life after high school, particularly if they are making progress toward their goals of getting a job or continuing in education.  

After reading the following information, check the YES or the NO box, sign your name, and return the form. You will be given a copy of this signed form if you so request, including a phone number to call, if you have any questions. 
1) Project Description: This interview asks about plans for the next 12 months.  If called next spring, questions will include what the student has done since leaving high school.  Answers will be combined with those of other students to let school personnel know how to improve their services for high school students. 
2) Explanation of Procedures:  Your child is being asked to participate in an interview before leaving high school, and may be called for a second interview the spring of the year after leaving school. 
3) Confidentiality: The student’s name will be known by the interviewer, but the answers you give will not have a name on them, nor will your telephone number or other contact information be shared with anyone else. 
4) Why should your child take part in this project?  Students who complete interviews help their teachers and high schools understand how to work with students to plan for their future, and set goals they can reach.  Your student’s experiences will be used to help other students, both while they are in high school and after they leave.  District results are provided to the Oregon Department of Education, and used for required state and federal reports.
5) Is there any reason not to take part in this project?

a) No reason that we can think of, but you can check the NO option below. 

b) If you mark the YES box, then decide not to be included, you can quit at any time. 

 ( Yes, my child can take part in this interview.   
 ( No, I do not wish my child to participate in this interview.
____________________________________
_____________________
Signature of Parent/Guardian



Date
__________________________________________
_____________________

Printed Name of Parent/Guardian



Phone Number
__________________________________________
_____________________

Student Name (Printed)




Alternate Phone Number
If you have any questions please contact: 

Pattie Johnson (Principal investigator)


Teaching Research Institute

Western Oregon University


503-838-8779


johnsop@wou.edu
